Service Highlights
Well Educated Program:
In partnership with Montana State University
Extension-Water Quality, GLWQD provides
private well water test kits to homeowners.
Staff provide guidance on what water quality
issues of concern to test for and assist well
owners with interpreting their test results.

Well Awareness Course:
This 2-hour interactive and information-filled
course assists homeowners learn how to
conduct an assessment of the condition of their
well, identify potential contaminant sources,
and discuss factors that can affect their drinking water quality. Proper septic system maintenance and potential impacts on groundwater
are also discussed. Once participants go home
and conduct their own well assessment,
GLWQD staff follow-up with the homeowner to
provide recommendations.

Gallatin Stream Teams:
This volunteer monitoring program is a collaboration with the Greater Gallatin Watershed
Council. Citizen scientists are trained annually
on proper scientific water quality sampling
techniques and assist with collecting valuable
water quality
data on local
urban
streams. The
data assists
GLWQD with
maintaining a
long-term
dataset on
stream water
quality in the
area. Citizen scientists gain a unique perspective on our local streams, contribute to local
science efforts, reinforce a sense of community, build friendships, and have fun!

Gallatin Local
Water Quality
District

Contact Us
Office
Gallatin Local Water Quality District
215 W. Mendenhall, Suite 300
Bozeman, MT 59715
Phone:
(406) 582-3168
Web Site:
www.glwqd.org

The future stewardship of our
surface and groundwater is
dependent on the Community as
a whole...that responsibility begins
with each individual.

Working to protect, preserve, and
improve the quality of surface water
and groundwater
within the Local Water Quality District.
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Background

Created by the Gallatin County Commission in
1995, the Gallatin Local Water Quality District
(GLWQD) encompasses1,300 mi2, which
includes most of the Gallatin Watershed in
Gallatin County, MT. Municipalities in the
GLWQD include Belgrade, Bozeman,
Manhattan, and the unincorporated areas of
Amsterdam, Big Sky, Churchill, Four Corners,

DISTRICT SERVICES
Monitoring and Research —

Monitoring and research efforts are based on a watershed perspective, where groundwater and
surface water resources are viewed as an interconnected whole. The goal is to conduct monitoring
and research activities that establish baseline needs, can be utilized to evaluate long-term trends in
water quality and quantity, and to assess water quality issues of concern.
Establishment, expansion, and maintenance of long-term water quality
and quantity monitoring networks for both groundwater and surface water
are ongoing at the GLWQD. The groundwater monitoring network
consists of 60 wells. The surface water monitoring network is anticipated
to include up to 16 fixed monitoring
stations. Data collected from these
networks is integral to maintaining a
long-term, continuous record of water
quality and quantity in the watershed.
Special investigation and research
projects are conducted periodically to
complement monitoring network data
collection efforts and to further assess
local water resource issues. Projects have included arsenic
sampling of wells in the Amsterdam and Churchill areas, investigating impacts of high density septic
systems on groundwater and screening for pharmaceutical compounds in groundwater and surface
water across the watershed.

Education and Outreach —

GLWQD conducts education to increase public awareness and understanding
of the importance of protecting and improving
water resources in the Gallatin Watershed.
Participation in education programs and development of education resources through cooperative involvement with other organizations is a
key component of GLWQDs efforts, which have
included presentations to local youth and adults
on topics ranging from well and septic system
maintenance, ground-water contamination and
protection, and watershed concepts.

Communication of Findings —

Organization

A non-regulatory department of Gallatin County,
GLWQD staff consists of a district manager, a
water quality specialist/hydrogeologist, and a
water quality technician specialist. Governed by
a nine-member board of directors, the GLWQD
Board holds public meetings each month.

Water resource information generated by GLWQD, other agencies, and
organizations is collected, organized, stored, and made available to anyone interested in water resource data. Serving as the local repository for
this data enhances information-sharing among citizens, organizations,
and agencies helping to improve understanding and management of
local water resources. Reports and other water information can be
accessed from the District’s website: www.glwqd.org

